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1. [bookmark: _Hlk166789728]Information to Applicant(s)

The Joint Action “Business Support Facility for Resilient Agriculture Value Chains” is a combined effort of the EU, OACPS and BMZ, implemented by GIZ. It is based on longstanding working experience with the promotion of sustainable agribusiness and value chain (VC) development. Focusing on cashew, cocoa, maize and livestock (cattle, sheep and goat) VCs, the programme aims to contribute to economic and climate change resilience of these VCs and to food security, increased income, and employment in the 79 African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries under the Samoa agreement.  
The Action is geared to achieve the Specific Objective 1 of the EU-OACPS Framework programme for support to ACP agriculture value chains development which reads “develop and enhance the capacities of actors along ACP agricultural value chains to attract finance and investment, in particular towards low-emissions and climate resilient practices and value chains”.
This document represents the Concept Note (CN) template with which potential partners in selected cashew, cocoa, maize, and livestock (cattle, sheep, goat) value chains can apply for support from the Competitive Matching Grant Fund (MGF) Scheme. 
After submission of the CN, each project idea will be assessed based on the eligibility criteria provided. Following this review, project concepts will be shortlisted and applicants will be invited to submit a full technical proposal, MoU and budget.
Before completing the following template and handing in the CN, please carefully read the MGF Application Guidelines and relevant downloads here: MGF for value chain cashew / MGF for value chains cocoa, maize, and livestock. These guidelines outline the conditions of the Competitive MGF and will help to structure your application. 
Please note again: this call for application is targeting specifically actors of the value chains: cashew, cocoa, maize, and livestock (cattle, sheep, goat). 
Instructions: Please fill out each section of this template by writing in the form fields marked in grey. Text can only be written in these fields. By default, the form fields are limited in the number of characters (including spaces) according to the respective section. Each section provides guidelines on what information is required. Keep your responses clear and concise. If you have any questions, please look first at the FAQ sections on our websites or contact directly to
ABF by email on abf-fund@giz.de and MOVE on cashew@giz.de.

2. Identification of the Applicant(s)
	Title of the project
	     

	Country
	     

	Value chain
(select which of the value chains the project will address)
	☐ Cashew 
☐ Cocoa 
☐ Maize 
☐ Cattle 
☐ Sheep
☐ Goat

	Lead organization name:
	     

	Legal form of lead organization (type)[footnoteRef:2]:  [2:  Please provide proof of legal registration, including documentation that shows your mandate to enter into binding commercial and cooperation agreements. ] 

Indicate the legal form of your organization (e.g., Ltd, LLC, cooperative etc.). 
	     

	Profile of lead entity: Please indicate your experience and expertise in the value chain (max. 500 characters)
	     

	Homepage lead entity (website)
	     

	Date of establishment (MM/YYYY)
	     

	Total Assets of the lead entity in the specified currency (EUR or local currency)
	      in       (Currency)

	Total Long-Term Debt of the lead entity in the specified currency (EUR or local currency)
	      in       (Currency)

	Lead entity physical address.
P.O. Box
	     

	Contact person (Name)
	     

	Contact person (E-Mail address)
	     

	Contact person (Phone number)
	     

	Total estimated budget of the proposed project in EUR
	      EUR

	Lead applicant and partner contribution (min. 60% for cashew and 50% of other VC)
	      EUR

	Requested contribution via GIZ for the proposed project (max. 40% for cashew, other VC max 50%)
	      EUR

	Proposed start date of project (MM/YYYY)
	     

	Proposed end date of project (MM/YYYY)
	     

	Total duration of project (max. 18 months)
	      months

	
	

	Name of consortium partner organization I
	     

	Contact of consortium partner organization I (E-Mail and Phone)
	     

	
	

	Name of consortium partner organization II
	     

	Contact of consortium partner organization II (E-Mail and Phone)
	     

	
	

	Name of consortium partner organization III
	     

	Contact of consortium partner organization III (E-Mail and Phone)
	     

	




3. Background and problem statement 
Describe the problem your project aims to address. Explain the context and the specific issues faced by the target beneficiaries (max. 1500 characters).
	     


[bookmark: _Toc166750955]

4. Project description 
Provide a description of your project (max. 3000 characters). Include the goal, segment of value chain (production, processing, consumption) as well as the product, climate-change relevance, target markets (local, regional, global), key activities, including capacity building approaches (climate- resilient practices and entrepreneurial trainings), geographical scope, scale of intervention (nb. of men, women and youth. Note that nb. of women and nb. of youth each should represent at least 50% of total number of beneficiaries), and expected outcomes.
	     




5. Objectives of the proposed project
List up to three main objectives of the project (max. 350 characters for each). Objectives should be Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound (SMART).
	Objective 1
	     

	Objective 2
	     

	Objective 3
	     


6. Climate change rationale
Please describe how the project addresses existing climate change challenges (max. 350 characters for each). Briefly point out how the project will contribute to the following objectives: (fill only relevant below).
	Adaptation to climate change
	     

	Reduction of greenhouse gas emission
	     

	Carbon and 
carbon equivalent sequestration
	     


[bookmark: _Toc166750957]

7. Project inclusiveness and gender empowerment rationale
Please describe, among others, how the proposed project will strengthen women and youth in access to resources, to education, to business opportunities & linkages, investment-related decision making and finance (max. 1000 characters).
	     


8. Expected project outcomes
Please list the expected project outcomes and potential impacts below. Please refer to the guidelines (max. 1500 characters).
	     




9. Budget and contributions
Please specify here a summary of the budget equivalent in Euro (EUR), including the requested contribution from GIZ, the contribution of the lead applicant and, if applicable, contributions by consortium partners. Contribution from GIZ can be max 40% (for cashew VC) or 50% (cocoa, maize and livestock: cattle, goat, sheep). Budget for equipment should not be higher than 30% of total costs. We encourage taking a look at the Excel file “Annex 4 Working aid budget” of the MGF Application Guidelines.
	Budget category
	Lead Applicant contribution (in Euro)
	Other consortium partners contribution (in Euro)
	Contribution requested via GIZ (in Euro)
	Total cost (in Euro)

	Applicants’ staff costs
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR

	Service providers’ and external expert costs
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR

	Travel cost (for staff and external experts)
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR

	Equipment (max 30% of total cost) (e.g., energy supply, process-ing, irrigation, warehouse)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Share of funds for equipment should not be higher than 30%. If the sum for equipment and consumables exceeds EUR 50,000, approval must be obtained from GIZ. If agro-chemicals or medicine are to be purchased, approval is necessary for any amount.] 

	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR

	Other costs (Training & other items e.g., demo farming inputs)
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR

	Audit
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR

	Total cost
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR
	      EUR




Has the lead organization or one consortium partner ever benefitted from support (in the form of grants, loans or equity) of another EU-funded program, including blended finance vehicles financed by the EU (such as the ABC Fund, Africa Agriculture and Trade Investment Fund (AATIF), AgriFI, Huruma Fund)?
☐ Yes				☐ No
If yes, please describe the support received:
	     



Where did you hear about the call?
☐ Official websites Matching Grant Fund - ComCashew or www.agribusiness-facility.org
☐ Social media (LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter/X, WhatsApp)
☐ Websites (CICC, OACPS, AUDA-NEPAD, Leverist, etc.) 
☐ Webinars /conference
☐ Word of mouth
[bookmark: Text2]☐ Other, please specify      

Declaration
I hereby declare that the information provided in this concept note is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.

     
Date / Name[footnoteRef:4] (without signature, sent electronically) [4:  Must be the name of the representative of the lead applicant.] 
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